
Proposed 2016-17  
Budget Fact Sheet

What the Budget Supports
The Croton-Harmon School District Board of 
Education and administration are pleased 
to present a budget to the community that 
maintains all of the current programs and 
supports the district’s mission of shaping young 
adults into lifelong learners, respectful members 
of society, effective communicators, problem-
solvers and researchers responsible for their 
own learning. Due to an increase in state aid, 
we are able to not only keep the tax levy below 
the cap, but also add new course offerings. 
Next year, our students will see enriched STEM 
(science, technology, engineering and math) 
offerings, including the introduction of AP 
Computer Science and an engineering course 
at the high school. Pierre Van Cortlandt Middle 
School students will be taking charge of their 
own learning through STEM-D (STEM plus design) 
opportunities. At Carrie E. Tompkins Elementary 
School, fourth-grade students will continue to  
pilot world language courses.

Factors Behind the Proposed Budget
The district is relying on several revenue sources 
in the proposed budget, including real property 
taxes, interest and sales tax income, as well as 
funds designated from the fund balance and 
reserves. The budget proposes that $1.3 million 
from the reserves and fund balance be used to 
offset the burden to the taxpayer.

The Tax Rate Impact
The district anticipates that the proposed 2016-
17 budget, which does not exceed the New 
York State tax cap, will carry a tax rate increase 
of 0.57 percent in the Town of Cortlandt 
and a decrease of 3.50 percent in the Town 
of Yorktown, based on the New York State-
determined equalization rate. 

Additional Propositions
In addition to the proposed budget, there will be 
three other propositions on the ballot on May 17:

     •  Voter approval of the Croton Free Library 
         tax levy in the amount of $821,114.
     •  The election of two candidates as Board of 
         Education Trustees.
     •  Voter approval for the purchase of five new 
         vehicles for transportation use – not to 
         exceed $260,000.

What Would Happen if the Budget  
Is Defeated
If the budget does not receive a simple majority 
vote on May 17, the Board of Education will have 
three options:

     •  Propose the same budget
     •  Propose a revised budget
     •  Propose a contingent budget

By law, all non-contingent expenses must  
be eliminated from the budget. These expenses 
include all equipment purchases (including 
state-aided technology), non-contractual 
salary increases, student supplies such as 
planners and writing instruments and custodial 
coverage for use of facilities by outside groups. 
The non-contingent expenses contained in the 
Proposed Budget for 2016-17 are estimated 
to be $142,379. Additionally, if the community 
does not support the budget, and the Board of 
Education adopts a Contingency Budget, the law 
prohibits the free use of facilities, including fields, 
by any group.
 
Budget Vote Information 
The 2016-17 budget vote will be held on 
Tuesday, May 17, 2016 in the Croton-Harmon 
High School gymnasium from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m.

For more information, visit www.chufsd.org.

The Budget Basics
The proposed 2016-17 budget represents an overall budget-to-budget 
decrease of $170,025. The proposal assumes a tax levy increase of 
0.20 percent, which is below the state tax levy cap.
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